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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 134 


[Abstract:] Relative to foreign coin deposited in N.Y. Office & melted into bars. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
July 27, 1885 


Sir: 


A reply to the inquiry of J. Walsh & Son should state that foreign coin deposited at the 
New York Office is to be merely melted, cast into bars, and stamped. No refining is 
contemplated in the operation. Of course, this will be subject to the “bar charge” required by the 
tariff at New York. 


Secondly — Bars below Standard, not from a Government Assay Office, will have to be 
melted and Assayed here, and, as such bullion is very apt to be unfit for coinage, it is probable 
that they will need to be refined or toughened. The charge for this will be 1 % cents per ounce, 
with the possible addition of a toughening charge of 4 to 1¢ per oz. according to condition and 
nature of the alloy. 


Should the bullion contain embrittling metals, it would be of doubtful utility to have it 
alloyed with fine-silver to bring it above standard. This would involve not only the cost of 
melting, or bar-making at New York, but also the cost of remelting, refining or toughening here. 


If the bullion below standard, should be fit for coinage, that is, a strictly silver copper 
alloy, and ductile, if might be of some advantage to have it made into standard bars at New York; 
thereby, as already intimated, it is very improbable that unrefined bullion from a mining 
company would be fit to receive at this Mint without refining. 


Very Respy. 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Supt. &c &c &c 


